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day, in the Methodist 
Brighton road, Dublin, 


AFTER THE WEDDING, on Satur- 


Church, 
of Mr. 


Douglas L. Graham, Eton College, 
Windsor, and Miss Gladys Brittain, 
Kilronan, Donnybrook, — 
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THREE GENERATIONS~The Duke’ of Connaught, the ‘Earl: of 
Macduff and Prince Arthur of Connaught—grandfather; grandson and 
father—photographed at the Duke's residence, Bagshot Park,’ Surrey, 
on Friday last, when the Earl celebrated his twenty-fitst’ birthday. 
His coming-of-age celebrations wk held next month at Mar Lodge, 
Scotland. weeny 
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the All-Ireland Challenge Cup from 
defeat of the A.I.P.C. team, at the 


Bes gana 


DANCING COMET, owned by Mr. J. i 
Birth, at the Phoenix Park Races on Saturday evening. 
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Dublin, on Saturday evening. 
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irish Aero Club's at home. 
illiams {who finished third), 
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resterday s ai 
* . They are (left to right) : Mr. J. M. Bell, Mr. Crowe, Mr. 
Captain W. Hamilton (second man home), Mr. R. J. 
winner, Mr, C, French.” 
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Right; The parade ring before’ the ‘race. 


SIR ANTHONY WELDON and 
Lady Weldon at the Pheonix Park 


Races on Saturday evening. 
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MISS PATRICIA LOFTUS, younger 
daughter of Major Blake-Loftus and 
the late Mrs. Loftus, Mount Loftus, 
Kilkenny, whose engagement is 
annoyinced to Commander H. T, 
Bayliss, Bagnalstown, Co. Carlow. 
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 


-“ 


BRITISH AND IRISH PUBLIC 
DANCE HALLS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Srr,—One of the gravest dangers to the 
social life of the community and to the 
morals of our young people has been the 
extraordinary multiplication of dance halls in 
recent times, and the facility with which 
dance hall licences have been granted. ‘The 
scandal, indeed, became so grave that Section 
51 of the Public Health Acts Amendment 
Act, 1890, the same by which the licensing 
of dance halls in Great Britain is largely 
regulated, has had to be repealed and is now 
— by the Public Dance Halls Act, 


Public opinion as regards this problem is 
at last hardening, and the fact. that some 
district justices have laid down certain really 
restrictive conditions in granting some par- 
ticular dance hall licences recently is very 
nopeful and very reassuring. It would be 
a public service if some daily paper would 
publish a full and detailed hist of the con- 
ditions made by each district justice through- 
out the country; moreover, it would help to 
ead to uniformity of action. It will be 
rather disconcerting to find, for instance, that 
those under eighteen are excluded from 
public dance halls under one jurisdiction, 
and that, a mile away under another, they 
are admitted. 

_ If we consider the attitude of the licensing 
justices in England and Wales when issuing 
dance hall licences, and compare it with what 
obtains here, it may be a stimulus to bring 
us to a more healthy frame of mind: 

In 1930, when preparing evidence for the 
Criminal Law Amendment Enquiry Com- 
mittee, I wro'e to a very distinguished chief 
constable in England, who has since been 
elected president of the Chief Constables’ 
Association of Eggland and Wales, for in- 
formation regarding the control of dance 
halls there. I think that his reply will not 
be without some interest and influence at 
the present time. 

Before quoting his words, may I say, in 
passing, that ae dances," as we 
understand the words, are unknown in 
England and Wales. The reason seems to 
be that they are calculated to militate against 
public order and to interfere with the busy 
lives of a very business-like people. The 
usual hour for closing there is 11 p.m.—in 
some cases 10.30 p.m: 
(given relatively rarely and for very serious 
reasons) is allowed as a rule till 2 a.m.—in 
some cases till 1.30 a.m. Yet, there are no 
coniplaints about Grandmotherly Kill-joys, 
nor do the magistrates make public — 
for their administration of the law. Dancing 
under such conditions does not, as far as 
this particular aspect is concerned, seriously 
interfere with the normal social or business 
life of the community. In the town where 
my informant lives there” were only two 
extensions till 2 a.m. given in twelve months; 
yet this is a seaside town of considerable 
size with thousands of visitors during the 
season. Contrast this with the conditions 
of our Irish seaside villages, in many of 
which, until quite recently, young people, 
during the holiday season, used dance most 
of the night without let or hindrance, Let 
us hope that our new Act will be administere:! 
in such a way as to make such dances an 
impossibility. 

shall now quote the authoritative words 
of the distinguished English police officer I 
have referred to. May I say that he is a 
Southern Irishman and a Catholic, and that 
he has had considerable experience as a police 
officer in Ireland. 

The general practice is to subject the 
characters and the antecedents of the applicants 
for licences to the closest scrutiny. The 
structures are subject to examination and re- 
port by the Engineer to the Local Authority, 
the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade and 
the Electrical Engineer (if the premises be 
lighted by electricity). 

With the original application for a licence a 
plan of the proposed building is submitted to 
the Licensing Justices, who -appoint a special 
committee carefully to consider the plan. It 
is considered with a view to securing that it 
is easy of supervision; that there are no 
alcoves or corners accessible to patrons; that 
sufficient lavatory accommodation is provided: 
that all parts of the building are adequately 
lighted, and that. sufficient exits are provided 
to enable the building to be cleared of the 
public quickly. 

The Police. both in uniform and plain 
clothes, visit all ‘such licensed premises fre- 
quently and report any irregularity or breach 
of the conditions on which the licence is 
granted. No dancing licence is granted in 
respect of any building which is licensed for 
the sale of intoxicating liquor (other than a 
large residential hotel). The Magistrates 
look askance on applications for dancing 
licences for premises which are adjoining of 
adjacent to a publchouse. The usual closing 
hour is 11 wm. 

may add that, at my request, he ‘was 
good enough to send me copies of the Dance 
Hall Licences of several of the English and 
Welsh towns and seaside places, all of which 
confirmed his statements. 

I wrote again last year asking if there 
had been any change in the system and 
methods of licensing since 1930, and was 
told in reply :— 

Ne change has taken place in the policy 
of Magistrajes througheut England and W 
on this mafler since I wrote to you in 1930. 
The dancing craze has abated and there are 
fewer applications for extensions. 

The Chief Constable informs the Superinten- 
dent of the Division of ail extensions of music 
and dancing licences in his Division, and the 
Police see that the hall is closed down at the 
hour at which the extension ends. This practice 
helps also to control conduct in the streets, 
etc.. after the. dances. 

The restriction of hours fer dancing bears 
no relation to war conditions er D.O.R.A. The 
Magistrates are varestricted 8 their powers 
to grant extensions. but they have no disposi- 
tion to extend the time; and if they showed such 
disposition they would have to face the strong 
oppodtion, not only from the Protestant Clercy, 
but even from the average paterfamilias. The 
former will stand mo nonsense from magis- 
trates on the question of dance halls, etc. The 
law is strictly enforced here, not from any 
narrow-minded spirit. but solely in the in- 
terest of good order and morality, as well as of 
public safety . 

hat’ splendid sanity and common-sense 
and civic sense are manifest in all this! 

Í am not without hope that the example of 
the licensing authorities in England and 
Wales may have its stimulating and 
atrengthening effect on ours in the Irish Free 
State and may lead them to act with similar 
firmness. Once again may I say that the 
recent administration of the new Act in some 
“oage pros cases has been much appreciated 
ry all those who have been interested in this 
grave social problem. 

By the way, it would be “ intriguing ” to 
conjecture what percentage of the dance halls 
in our rural areas would pass the English 
licensing authorities or would really 
adequately satisfy the professional require- 
meéuts of one of ovr own county engineers as 
heing “suitable places’ for public entertain- 
ment. If. the administration of the new Act 
bui leads to an extensive condemnation of the 
primitive wooden and galvanised iron shacks 
or the remade “‘out-houses"’ that serve as 
licensed places of public amusement in this 
country, our legislators will not have worked 
Im Vain. 

_ Meantime, may I suggest to all who are 
interested in the dance hall problem to 
obtain a copy of the Public Dance Halls Act, 
1955, which may be had by sentling fourpence 
to the Government Publications Office, 5 Nassau 
street, Dublin. Those who wish to oppose 
the renewal of licences to dance halls which 
have been conducted on wrong lines in the 


past, or for any other reasons, ‘should have a 


je knowledge oí the. provisions of this new 
ct. 

Finally, as this Act willsbe administered 
for the first time, in a national way, next 


month, when the applications for the annual 


Extension of hours. 
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REFRESHMENT CAR ON SPECIAL. 
J. B. STEPHENS, General Manager. 


renewal of existing licences will come before 
the district justices all over the country, 1t 18 
of grave importance that the public should be 
alert, especially parents and social workers, 
and that every effort should be made te 
eliminate the bad tradition of the past. Next 
month will determine whether the new Act 
of 1935 will fall into abeyance, as did Section 
51 of the Act of 1890, owing to the general 
apathy of the public and the particular apathy 
of parents and social workers. Accordingly, 
opposition should be immediately organised 
in all localities where the sane elements of 
the local community have been only too long 
silent, but impatient, sufferers from the dance 
hall pest.—Yours, etc., 
Ricuarp 8. DEVANE, 8.J., 
Milltown Park, Dublin, 
August 10th, 1955. 
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HORSE SHOW—A GRUMBLE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sir,—I am glad to see by to-day's. newss 
paper that the Director of the R.D.5. 1s con- 
scious of the lack of accommodation for man 
and beast—for man especially, I should say, 
in the jumping enclosure. With hundreds 
(perhaps thousands) of others I paid my 
shilling entrance fee to the jumping enclosure 
on Friday, only to find, when we got im, 
crowds five deep in front of us, every avail- 


able pillar and post of advantage occupied, . 


and no reasonable prospect at all of our 
seeing anything of the jumping. Something 
ought to be done to remedy or prevent this, 
especially as we really do not Ret very much 
Maisiú for our initial two shi ings.— Yours, 
etc., ‘‘ DISAPPOINTED VY ISTITOR. 

Dublin, August 10th, 1955. 


PROGRESS ? 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sin,—There is a house in the West of Ire- 
land within thirty yards of a telephone 
system. The fine for connecting 1t up 18 
£25, and the calls are to be confined to the 
Limerick and Cork areas at the prevailing 
extortionate rates. 

And it is Abyssinia that Mussolini, Mars 
coni’s colleague, has chosen to bring up te 
date.—Yours, etc., i 

Dublin, August 10th, 1935. 


WEDDING IN DUBLIN 


—--- é —— 
MR. D. GRAHAM AND MISS A. 


BRITTAIN 
In Brighton road Methodist Church, Dublin, 


the marriage took place on Saturday last of 
Mr. Douglas Graham, second son of the Rev. 
Precentor G. F, Graham, M.A., The Rectory, 
Monasterevan, County Kildare, and Miss 
Ann Brittain, youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. W. Brittain, Kilronan, Donnybrook, 
Dublin. The marriage ceremony was pet: 
formed by the Rev. R. Lee Cole. The bride, 
who was given away by her father, wore a 
lovely gown of silver brocade, cut on classic 
lines, with a fan-shaped train. Her veil of 
Carrickmacross lace, mounted on tulle, was 
held in place by a halo head-dress of pearls 
and orange blossoms, and she carried a 
bouquet of red roses. Her three little train- 
bearers were Miss Hazel Falkiner (cousin of 
the bridegroom), Miss Penelope Morris (niece 
of the bride) and Miss Valerie Wright. They 
each wore short balle. frocks, with puff 
sleeves, and wreaths of leaves in their hair. 

The three grown-up bridesmaids were Dr, 
Margaret Scott, Miss Marjorie Graham (sister 
of the bridegroom) and Miss Molly Park- 
house. Their rose-coloured chiffon frocks 
had knife-pleated skirts and wide shoulder 
epaulets. Halo head-dresses of silver leaves 
and bouquets of pink carnations completed 


their toilettes, 

Captain G. K. Graham, I.M.S., acted 
as best man. Mr. Malcolm Graham, Mr. 
James Martin, Mr. Gervase Disney and Mr, 
Lebatt Lawson were ushers in the church. 

After the ceremony a reception was held 
at Kilronan by the bride’s mother, who wore 
a pearl-grey two-piece, with a shell-pink hat, 
and carried a bouquet of pink carnations, 
The bridegroom’s mother was wearing a 
graceful brown lace and yeorgette dress, with 
a pale pink hat. Her bouquet was of crim- 
son carnations. i 

During the afternoon the bride and bride. 
agp left for theif honeymoon. which will 
6 spent on a motoring tour of Central 
Europe. The bride’s going away dress was 
a two-piece in pale blue, trimmed with 
Kolinsky fur, eal worn with a brown hat, 
trimmed with an ostrich feather. 

Frocks by Switzer and Co., Ltd., Grafton 
street.. Bouquets by Messrs. Ramsay, Ltd., 
Nassau street. 


William Sullivan (11), of Green Lanes, 
Drogheda, County. Louth, who was severely 
injured .about the head in a motor accident 
on Saturday, is still in a serious condition 
in the Mater Hospital, Dublin. 
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BREATH HAS 

A SMELL YOU 
(AN T FEEL WELL 


When we cat too much, our food decays ia 
our bowels. Our friends smell this decay 
ing out of our mouth and call it 
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¢ makes the food decay in the bowels 
when we ¢at too much, our bile juice can’t 
What is the bile juice ? It is the m vital 
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of our food decays in our 28 feet of bow 
Cony SA Bhile SÉ oig eet il w Ó 
we ¢ a whipped tomcat, 

a mouthwash or take a laxative. Get at the 
Take Carters Brand Liver Pills which 
start the flow of ile juice. But if “ 
better ” is you, don’t buy it, for it . 
calomel (mercury) which loosens 
Pity Set "a many people. Ask for 

Liver Pills by name and get what you 

1/3 and 3/-. 
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